


Senior Minister’s February 2013 Pastoral Letter – Matt’s Matters 

 

Dear sisters and brothers, 

Welcome back to all those who have been on holidays and a special welcome to those who 

have only recently joined St Matthew’s over the Summer months, we’re delighted to have 

you as part of our Christian community. I hope we are all ready to commit to another year 

of ‘radical discipleship’ within the life of our fellowship and our local community. 

 

Last year we introduced the idea of an annual central theme or focus for the year and in 

2012 it was ‘Radical Discipleship: Going deeper in order to grow stronger’. We want to 

continue this practice and after some personal prayer and reflection, followed by discussion 

with both staff and parish council, I can now reveal our 2013 theme: 

 

Radical Dependence: Practicing a persistent joy-full, prayer-full and 

thank-full life in Christ.’ 

 

The biblical foundation for this key focus for 2013 is 1 Thessalonians 5:16-17 ‘Rejoice 

always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in 

Christ Jesus.’ I’m hoping that we’ll all commit this text to memory and more importantly put 

it into practice so that we give daily and corporate expression to the ‘Radical Dependence’ 

upon God that our Lord God calls us to. 

 

Prayer, talking with our Almighty God, who we know as Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

is the most basic expression of our dependence upon God. We see this in the teaching of 

our Lord Jesus who taught us to pray the Lord’s Prayer, which succinctly and clearly 

articulates our dependence upon our Heavenly Father for all our basic obligations and 

needs: the praise of his name, the promotion of his kingdom and will, daily provisions, 

personal pardon and protection. As John Piper has written, ‘Prayer is the open admission 

that without Christ we can do nothing. And prayer is the turning away from ourselves to 

God in confidence that he will provide the help we need. Prayer humbles us as needy, and 

exalts God as wealthy.’[Desiring God, p.133). 

 



I’m currently reading, ‘A Praying Life’ by Paul E Miller and I’m finding it refreshingly 

challenging. Touching on this theme of the believer’s dependence he writes, ‘Prayer is 

bringing your helplessness to Jesus. Thomas Merton the Trappist monk, summarized it 

beautifully: “Prayer is an expression of who we are…We are living incompleteness. We 

are a gap, an emptiness that calls [to God] for fulfillment.”’ [p55]. This is of course 

consistent with Jesus’ own teaching from Luke 11:9 

‘So I say to you: Ask and it will be given you; seek and you will find; knock and the door 

will be opened to you.’ It’s clearly because we are not complete in so far as we have 

unanswered questions and needs, we can’t find our way and doors are closed to us that 

we need to ask, seek and knock. But what an encouragement to pray continuously 

Jesus provides in the next verse: Luke 9:10 ‘For everyone who asks receives, the one 

who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks the door will be opened.’ So ‘radical 

dependence’ is fundamental for our personal walk with Christ in this broken and 

spiritually corrupt world. To reiterate Piper, we are needy and God is wealthy. 

 

But make no mistake, it’s not just individual believers but also the local and global 

church which is completely and utterly dependent upon God for its effectiveness. No 

wonder the Holy Spirit - inspired Apostle Paul made prayer the first priority of church 

assemblies. We read in 1 Timothy 2:1- ‘I urge then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, 

intercessions and thanksgiving be made for all people…This is good and pleases God our 

saviour who wants all people to be saved… for there is one mediator between God and 

mankind, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all people.’ The 

universal scope of this prayer ‘for all people’ flows from the fact Jesus has died ‘for all 

people’, and therefore we ask God to do what his desire is, ‘to save people’ because we 

cannot do this in and of ourselves. Again let me quote Piper, ‘The point of prayer is 

empowering for mission.’ (Desiring God, p147). 

 

So it will be our challenge in 2013, both individually and corporately to embrace 

‘Radical Dependence: Practicing a persistent joy-full, prayer-full and thank-full life in 

Christ.’ 



 

As in previous years we will have four special times of prayer but this year there will be  

two days of prayer, one evening of prayer and one Saturday prayer breakfast, check the 

calendar for the dates. We’ll kick off our special prayer occasions on Tuesday 19 February 

with a prayer night in St Matt’s church, please make every effort to be there. We have 

also chosen 3 books, which will appear as Books of the Month as the year proceeds. 

I hope you will purchase and read them. In closing let me remind us all that ‘Unrelenting 

prayer to God’ is our first value, which makes this year’s ministry focus doubly 

appropriate. Therefore, it will be my prayer that our gracious and generous God will make 

St Matthew’s a ‘Radically Dependent’ Christian Community in 2013, which would make 

our first value a reality in practice not just a statement on paper! 

 

On the path to radical dependence, 

Steve Abbott 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer Points 

• Thank the Lord for his 2012 financial provision for St Matthew’s. Despite falling 

short of our proposed budget by the end of the year we finished with a small 

surplus through cost savings and also raised almost $75,000 for our gift day for 

link missionaries. 

• Please keep praying that our regular Sunday collections will be adequate to 

meet our budget and exceed budget so that we can continue to expand our 

ministry to our local community and beyond and find and pay replacement staff: 

Part-time Pastoral Care and Seniors Minister (2 days) 

Part-time Women’s Pastoral Care Minister (2 days) 

Part-time Chinese Minister (4 days) 

Part-time Office Administrator to job share with Kat Butler (3 days) 

Student Minister for Years 5-8 (1.5 days) 

• Pray that God will bless our plans and strategies for the year, especially that he 

will make us a truly radically dependent community of faith, which is the will of 

God for us in Christ Jesus. 

• Ask the Lord to stir many to attend our first quarterly prayer gathering a ‘Prayer 

Night’ at St Matt’s on Tuesday 19 February from 7.30-9pm. 

• Pray that Steve will lead our church with a dependent servant compassionate 

heart, a wise discerning mind, a deep love of people and an enthusiasm for the 

glory of God and his gospel. 

• Pray for Steve’s preaching on Romans, that the messages he prepares will 

reflect the truth of God’s Word with clarity, creativity, passion and relevance. 

Pray also that God’s Spirit will use them to transform us all into being Christlike 

people. 

• Pray for Sue that she will commend Christ in both her role as Medical 

Receptionist Monday through Wednesday and in her many support ministries at 

St Matt’s: hospitality, crèche, Bible Study, etc.  



St Matt’s Diary and Notes 
MISSION AID GROUP (MAG) 

 

Our Annual Meeting will be held this year on 

Wed. 20th February. All are welcome to hear a 

CMS Missionary preparing to go to Tanzania, to 

speak of their expectations and preparations 

for their work. It would be great to have an 

increased number of parishioners to hear 

them. There will be a display of goods we have 

collected over the last few months which we 

will pack for Kingsgrove and a report of the 

past year activities etc. Afternoon tea will also 

be served.  

Our Car Boot Sale and Art Show is fast 

approaching. This is our main fund raising 

event this year for MAG and we would love to 

be able to send a substantial amount to them 

to help our Christian friends in Tanzania. We do 

need people to book spots for stalls ASAP. The 

cost is $10 on booking and a suggested 20% 

commission towards MAG. Book a spot for 

yourself, join with friends, book 2 spots, sell 

new or used/2nd hand goods. Contact Roslyn 

Dearden for bookings or enquiries on 0419 255 

667/ 9869 1665 or roscliff7@bigpond.com or 

speak to me at Church.  Pat Sutton can also be 

contacted on 98751562 or 

patsut@bigpond.com The St. Matthew's Art 

Group is well into their organising for the show 

in hall 1. Anne Fallon is organising a plant stall 

and would be very appreciative of any plants 

for sale that you may have struck, etc. 

Suggestions for this month are any stationery 

items, especially exercise books, packets of 

sewing pins, small sewing scissors, black or 

white socks, toothpaste, unperfumed bath 

soap, baby wool or 8-ply wool, set of 4 

dessertspoons, or anything on the green 

brochure. Thank you.  

Roslyn Dearden 

 

 

                                   ORANA  

                                   SENIORS FELLOWSHIP 

                                    February Meeting 

 

Date: 6 February Time: 11.30 am 

Speaker: David Tyndall 

We are delighted that David can be with us  

for our February meeting. This will be a great 

opportunity for us to hear David speak 

about his work and ministry  

as a Chaplain to the Paralympics. 
 

 

 

 

         SECOND SUNDAY  

          POTLUCK LUNCH  

               10 February  

            12.30—2.30pm:   

If you usually eat alone on 

a Sunday and wish to join 

with others for lunch and fellowship, you are 

invited to our ‘Second Sunday Potluck Lunch’ 

in NewLine Cottage.  Tea and coffee will be 

supplied and it would be appreciated if you 

could bring finger food to share.   

Further details:  

Colleen Cummings 0403 239 321 

 

     Matts4Kids                     

        Arvo Club 
 

Volunteers needed to help with afternoon tea 

at Matts4Kids Arvo club—a week day activity 

for primary children, Arvo club is held on a 

Friday afternoon and your assistance is 

needed to cut up fruit and generally prepare 

afternoon teas from 2:30pm and to clean up, 

usually finishing at 4pm.  You will be rostered 

on in pairs about once a month.  

Please contact Kat in the office or  

Virginia Coote on 9484 7414. 



 

 

 

St Matthew’s Policy for Conflict Resolution 

Handling Leadership, Congregational & Small Group Conflicts 

Preamble 
 

Given that everyone is different and still sinful it is inevitable that conflicts will, from 
time to time, occur within the life of the Christian community. When they do we 
need to respond biblically so that Satan does not get a foothold and bring lasting 
and deep division among his people. Therefore, at St Matthew’s we seek to respond 
to conflict using the following principles and process: 
 

Principles 
 

Humility - A conflict situation may be the result of factors you are not aware of. 
Consider whether you or other injured parties may have contributed to the situation 
- or may be overreacting. Ask someone not directly involved for their view. 
 

Graciousness - In approaching the other person, listen and be gentle. Check what 
their expectations may have been. It may be that there has been a huge 
misunderstanding. Be open to a compromise or agreeing to disagree. 
 

Patience – We need to recognise that deep conflicts take time to resolve. Be 
content with small steps. Review your own behaviour before God at each point. 
 

Prayer – 'If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to 
all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.’ (James 1:5 NIV) 
 

Process 
 

1. Talk first to the person face-to-face. This is always the best first step. 
 

2. If there is no resolution or you feel uneasy about approaching the person directly, 
approach the Congregational Minister or the Senior Minister for assistance. 
 

3. If you feel uneasy talking directly to the Congregational Minister or the Senior 
Minister, speak to a member of the Church Committee or Parish Council and ask for 
someone to go with you. 
 

4. If there is still no resolution, the Congregational Minister or the Senior Minister 
may arrange a mediation meeting with the person. This meeting will involve the 
person, one or two others who understand the issue, and either the Congregational 
Minister or the Senior Minister. It is important to keep the group small. 
 

5. Should no resolution be forthcoming after these steps, a decision will be made by 
the Senior Minister in confidential consultation with relevant church staff and/or 
Church Wardens.  



 

 

Sunday 3
rd

 March 2013 
 

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth… God created mankind in his own 

image… God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the 

earth and subdue it.”  Genesis 1:1, 27-28 

 

God has created this Earth and has given us the task of looking after it – his people and his 

creation.  Clean Up Australia Day on March 3
rd

 is the perfect opportunity for St Matt’s to do 

just this – to keep the environment clean and to show the community that we care for the 

world. 

 

Each year over 150 members of all the congregations at St Matt’s participate in cleaning up 

the community.  There are 12 sites around the Pennant Hills, West Pennant Hills and 

Cherrybrook area.  Some are more suitable for families, while others require supervision or 

are for adults only.  Clean up starts at 9:30 until 10:45 am.  Any bags of rubbish are 

delivered back to the church carpark.  There is also a children’s program available during 

the clean up in St Matt’s halls.  

 

At 11 am we join together for morning tea, followed by a celebration of creation service at 

Cherrybrook Public School on New Line Rd. 

 

This event is open to the public and is a great opportunity to invite family, friends and 

neighbours to get involved and join us for the celebration service afterwards. 

 

On the day 

• 9:20am – Drop children to church 

• 9:30-10:45am – Clean up at site.  Remember enclosed shoes, a hat, sunscreen, a  

 water bottle and gardening gloves. Drop rubbish bags to church afterwards. 

• 11:00am – Morning tea at Cherrybrook PS 

• 11:30 – Creation celebration service at Cherrybrook PS 

 

A list of sites and sign-up sheets and are available at all services! 
 

For more information call the church office (9479 3700) or Louise Young (0402 284 096) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been a great season for rest, relaxation and friends. But now it is time to get back 

to the “nitty gritty” of our ministry. February 1 sees the beginning of our kid’s ministry 

year as we launch back into arvo club and FUSE.  

 

We finished 2012 with great feedback about our new year 5 and 6 group and shall be 

continuing with a group of committed young adult leaders. Arvo club will begin with a 

beach/Hawaiian theme and looking at the miracles of Jesus.  

 

In 2013 we will continue to plan our Sunday morning kids church program alongside the 

sermon series.  Vision Sunday begins the term and then followed by the second half 

of  Romans. This year we will continue our family BBQs after each family service, we may 

even go on a picnic.  

Looking forward to a new year of growing followers of Christ. 

Jacki 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registrations for SRE Conference 2013 close this Wednesday! 

CITY | Saturday 9th February | 9:30am-3pm  

ST ANDREW’S CATHEDRAL 

This year's theme is  “Mission in our Backyard” and we have some great seminars lined 

up to help equip you for your Scripture classes in 2013. Youthworks CEO Zac Veron will 

help us think through how the Gospel calls us together to go out into our world and 

proclaim Jesus. 

For more information on these Seminars and the SRE Conference  go to: 

www.youthworks.net/events/smc-2013 



Welcome to 2013 and a new year at St Matts. Does your New Year’s resolution include 

learning about and praying for one of our link missionaries? 

If you would like to receive prayer letters from any or all of our link missionaries please fill 

out a communications note and deliver to the office letter box. We will connect you from 

there. Choose all or one/some from the following list: 

Ian and Ruth Batey and family with CMS in Seville, Spain 

Chris and Sharon Ekins and family  at Coast Evangelical Church in Forster 

William and Grace Eyika at Dagoretti Corner in Nairobi, Kenya 

Jenny Fallon with SIM in Sydney 

Daniel and Dominica Lai with Wycliffe Translators, usually working from Australia 

Steve and Melinda McKerney and family with AFES in Perth 

Morgan and Anna Powell and family with SIM in Peru 

Lyn and Lyndsay Whybrow with BCA at Hillston 

Christian Studies at Pennant Hills and Cherrybrook Tech High Schools – Graham Castle 

and Peter Murphy 

Mission Resource Group 

 

About CMS, but you could change CMS for your favourite Missionary organisation if you like. 

The NSW & ACT branch of CMS is a fellowship of mission-minded Christians and churches. 

We’re an organisation of missionaries and supporters, passionate about sharing the good 

news of salvation through Christ around the world. Effective mission involves commitment 

from missionaries and supporters. Praying, caring and giving are an essential part of support. 

In 2012 the NSW & ACT branch celebrated 120 years of involvement in mission. Those years 

have seen missionaries take the gospel throughout Northern Australia, Africa, South 

America, Asia, the Middle East, Europe and South Asia. 

Mission work has changed dramatically over 120 years. Borders have shifted; countries have 

been renamed or reformed. Some countries have since closed to missionaries, others have 

opened up. The distinction between ‘sending’ nations and ‘receiving’ nations has faded. 

Some nations that were once ‘mission fields’, now send missionaries to the former 

Christendom. But there is much that hasn’t changed. There is still the need for faithful and 

godly men and women to share the gospel. 

Everyone has a part to play in global mission. Pray that God will be working in your heart as 

you consider your role. Is God calling you to pray, care, give or maybe go? 

As we begin a new year of serving God, please pray for CMS missionaries around the world 

and for new opportunities for gospel ministry. Pray that more men and women would 

commit to long-term cross- cultural ministry and proclaim Christ across the globe.  

(Published with permission) 



 
Interior painting  

  

The final stage of the ‘Fix the 

Roof” program is now well 

underway. The contracted 

interior painting has been 

completed and the exterior painting will 

continue throughout this month. 
 

However painting the walls (below the picture 

rails) of the halls and foyer has not been 

included in  the contract.  This is planned to be 

completed by willing St Matt’s members.   The 

painting which will need to be carried out is all 

below the picture rails and will include 

preparation (including priming) and 1st and 

2nd coats.   

  

Thanks to all those who have already 

volunteered, if you would like to help, there is 

still an opportunity for you to be part of the 

team. Please contact either John Parker or 

Diana Kivell. (Obviously all materials will be 

supplied.) 
 

John Parker johnrbp@tpg.com.au 9484 4116  

Diana Kivell kivelld@aol.com 9868 3476  

 

WORKSHOP FOR 10AM 

SERVICE MUSICIANS 

St. Matt's has a great 

tradition of worship music in 

our services. On Saturday 

2nd March we are going to 

hold a workshop for all those who are, or 

would like to be involved in leading music 

worship at our 10 am services. Perhaps you 

have listed "music" on your St Matt's gift 

sheets. Whether you are already in a band or 

would like to be we'd love to see you. The 

exact time of day will be confirmed but please 

put the date in your diary! Our plan is to spend 

time learning new songs and also gaining skills 

in playing as a member of a band. For catering 

and preparation of resources we need to know 

if you are coming so please RSVP to St Matt's 

office. For more information contact Jo Wilson 

(jowilson1403@gmail.com) or Ken McPhail 

(kmcphail@bigpond.net.au). 

Free Bins! 

There are 5 large green Otto bins that are no 

longer emptied by Hornsby Council which are 

available if anyone would like to take one or 

more.  They are in the front yard of 3 New Line 

Rd, and will be put out for council cleanup in 

late Feb if they aren’t taken.  

 

Pray for those with special needs: 
Jan , Damon , Roy , Es and Laurie ,  

Kay , Margaret , Dudley ,  

Brian , Carolyn (Betty daughter),  

Betty , Colleen , Jeannine ,  Jane ,  

Cliff , Geoff & Margaret .  

This week’s Missionary Prayers:  (see the quarterly prayer diary for prayer points): 
 

 8am & 10am    Morgan & Anna Powell, SIM Peru 

 

 5pm     Steve & Melinda McKerney, AFES Perth 

 7pm      Chris & Sharon Ekins, Coast EC Forster 

 Wed     Morgan & Anna Powell, SIM Peru 



  

 

 

 

Gift Day Twenty Twelve 

We give prayerful thanks to God for the wonderful generosity of his people at St Matthews in 

the response to the 2012 Gift Day Appeal. 

The total amount contributed to Gift Day 2012 to support our link missionaries was $74,502. 

Your gifts will allow us to meet all the specific requests. The funds will be distributed to 

permit… 

• Assistance for the purchase of a ministry vehicle for Ian and Ruth Batey. 

• Chris and Sharon Ekins to provide Kids’ dinners for their 4pm congregation and rent 

for the hall for Youth group. 

• William and Grace Eyika to assist slum children who are unable to pay fees to attend  

an educational program and towards self-help employment for fifteen women and 

girls; 

• Jenny Fallon to help equip women with bible knowledge in Burkina Faso. 

• Daniel and Dominica Lai to attend a conference in Ghana and support local Wycliffe 

staff workers in Kenya. 

• Steve and Melinda McKerney to help support the female workers at Murdoch 

Christian Union. 

• Morgan and Anna Powell to buy a new stove and bed for their apartment and help 

towards scholarships for theological students in Arequipa. 

• Lindsay and Lyn Whybrow towards the purchase of a vehicle suitable for outback 

ministry. 

DIRECT GIVING BANK DETAILS  @ ST MATT’S 

Account Name: St Matthews Anglican Church 

BSB: 012306 Account No. 108494487 

No names are necessary but please include the service  

you normally attend in the details information.  



Youth Update - Summer Madness 
 

I want to begin by thanking each and every one of you 

who prayed for Summer Madness. Once again, God was 

very kind to us… 

In summary we had a great camp: incident free and fun. 

Our speaker, Sam Atwood, did an excellent job of opening 

up the Scriptures for us and 

there was much to be 

encouraged by… 

 

It was great to see many new faces on camp as a result of 

the persistence and persuasion of our own youth inviting 

them. One I spoke with had been asked by his friends to 

come over a period of three years! Another, who had been 

sent to camp under duress told me how much fun he’d had 

and it was great to see him turn up to the first week of 

youth for the year. 

 

 

As in previous years, our final night was a night of prayer and 

praise. Year groups shared their goals and themed Bible verses 

for the year and individuals shared things they had learnt or 

were encouraged by. A number shared powerful testimonies 

to the sustaining work of God in their lives and overall there 

was a remarkable sense of unity and love. 

 

 

 

Thank God for His goodness and the way He continues to 

use the Youth team to grow and build a thriving community 

of teenagers who know and love Jesus. 

In Christ, 

Geoff Everett 



Anglican Aid Bushfire Appeal 

Fires have again caused havoc to communities 

throughout the Eastern states of Australia. Anglican 

Aid Director, David Mansfield, has been in direct 

contact with church leaders in badly-affected Dunally, 

Tasmania and Coonabarabran, New South Wales. 

Anglican Aid has committed $10,000 to assist bushfire affected communities. We are also 

appealing to Sydney Anglicans for their personal financial support. 

The funds will be used to provide emergency accommodation and food as well as to 

begin rebuilding infrastructure. 

To give to Anglican Aid’s Emergency Bushfire Appeal, visit our website 

www.anglicanaid.org.au, call toll free 1800 653 903 or post a cheque (made out to 

‘Anglican Aid’)  to P.O. Box Q190, QVB Post Office, NSW 1230. 






